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Capital: 
Provinces: Almeria, Cadiz, Cordoba, Granada, Huelva, Jaen, Malaga and Seville. 

Andalusia is the Spanish Autonomous Community with the greatest number of inhabitants and the second in surface. Its varied landscapes, the benignancy of its climate and the friendly character of its population have turned it into one of the most attractive regions.

3000 hours of sun per year, many kilometers of golden sand beaches and those beautiful natural ports made it a safe refuge already for Phoenician navigators, thousands of years before Christ.

The coast of Huelva and Cadiz corresponds to the Atlantic Ocean and is characterized by fine sand. The Mediterranean coast, from the Strait of Gibraltar to Almeria, on the other hand offers smoother climate with less wind and higher water temperatures.

Andalusia is crossed by Guadalquivir river, the "father" of old civilizations who have left along its borders an impressive monumental track, as well as the high mountain ranges of Sierra Morena and Sistemas Beticos.

The offer for visitors is extremely varied, from golden beaches to those beautiful mountain ranges with their highly interesting fauna, and the famous "white villages" with their richdom in folklore and artisany. There are great possibilities for most different sports as well, from skiing in the Sierra Nevada to surfing at the coast of Cadiz, where you will find ideal conditions as nowhere else in Europe.

Andalusia is the "mother" of the Spanish folklore which is probably best known abroad: here you will live the magic of Flamenco and bullfighting in their most authentic style, and myths like Don Juan and Carmen were born here. A land of great traditions, which has understood as well to assimilate the progress.


Major attractions:

Seville
The Andalusian capital, the third largest city of Spain, is among the most beloved places by tourists, thanks to its unique ambience and its great monuments: the Arabian belltower Giralda, the city's landmark, the enormous cathedral, Torre del Oro, and the old district Barrio Santa Cruz are among the highlights.

Granada
The Moorish Jewel, located at the foots of snowy Sierra Nevada mountain range, is a must-see. Most outstanding is certainly the great Arabian palace Alhambra.

Cordoba
The long-time center of Moorish Spain preserves monuments of outstanding importance. The Great Mosque of Cordoba is perhaps the most impressive.

Malaga
Among its major attractions are the Moorish Alcazaba and, of course, the splendid Mediterranean coast.

Costa del Sol
The coast of Malaga is of great touristical importance, thanks to its splendid beaches, outstanding installations and smooth climate. Among the most famous centers are Marbella, Torremolinos, Benalmadena, Fuengirola, and San Pedro de Alcantara.

Ronda
A beautiful town, surrounded by an impressive mountain range.

Almeria
Almeria is among those Andalusian cities which have best preserved their Moorish heritage. Of great touristical attraction is also its splendid coast, Costa de Almeria.

Cadiz
Cadiz is one of the oldest cities in Spain, founded by Phoenicians. It is fascinating for its typical Andalusian ambience with whitewashed houses and tropical vegetation.

Huelva
Of great importance as a fishing port as well as for its industry. The city itself and its surroundings are marked by Christopher Columbus, who started his travel to America from the nearby Palos de la Frontera. There you may still visit the monastery where he prepared his travel, alongside with a reconstruction of the port and the three famous ships.

Doñana National Park
This extense preserve including beach areas with moving dunes as well as marshy regions of great value concerning their fauna is located next to the outlet of Guadalquivir river, Matalascañas, Acebuche and El Rocio. Numerous species of migrant birds, on their way from Eurasia to Africa, stay here during the breeding phase.

Costa de la Luz 


The "Coast of the Light", in the provinces of Huelva and Cadiz at the Atlantic Ocean, offers splendid beaches of fine sand. Major centers of attraction are Punta Umbria, Islantilla, Isla Cristina, Mazagon, Matalascañas, Barbate, Algeciras, Tarifa, Conil de la Frontera, Chiclana de la Frontera, El Puerto de Santa Maria, Rota, Chipiona, and Sanlucar de Barrameda.

Jerez de la Frontera
In the hometown of the world-famous Sherry wine several "Bodegas" may be visited. Jerez too is the site of a renowned equestrian school. Wine and horses mark the ambience of this manorial town.

Jaen
Jaen, located inland, is dominated by its medieval fortress. Additional attractions are the 11th century Moorish baths and the Renaissance cathedral. The nearby Sierra de Cazorla is an outstanding natural preserve.

ARAGON
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Capital: Zaragoza
Provinces: Huesca, Teruel and Zaragoza

This community, bordering on France with the Pyrenees, is of particular interest for its outstanding mountainous landscapes, with glacier lakes and several natural preserves where you still may observe animals which have been extincted in many other regions of Europe long ago. In total contrast is the plain Ebro valley, which is limited by the mountain range Moncayo, in the east.

When you are crossing Aragon's three provinces, Zaragoza, Huesca and Teruel, with many monumental towns, the splendor of the old Kingdom of Aragon, one of the centers of Spanish culture in medieval times, comes alive again.

The mountain ranges offer great possibilities for winter sports, and during the warm season you may explore this almost virginal natural paradise as well as the region's celebrated gastronomy, artisany and folklore.


The Cities:

Zaragoza
The region's capital, located at Ebro river, is one of the great monumental cities of Spain. Its historic heritage of Romans and Moors is documented in its museums.

Teruel 


Most notable are the city's great Mudejar style monuments, consequence of a long Moorish dominance. Highlights include the cathedral with its beautiful belltowers and the churches of San Martin, San Pedro and El Salvador.

Huesca
Huesca, located at the foot of the Pyrenee mountain range, offers landscapes of incredible beauty.

	ASTURIAS
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Capital: Oviedo
Provinces: Asturias

The Principality of Asturias is constituted of a single province, the capital is Oviedo. It is limited by high mountain ranges, Cordillera Cantabrica, where you find some outstanding natural preserves such as Picos de Europa 

and the national parks of Covadonga and Somiedo. Asturias is well known for its green landscapes, and just at a few kilometers from high mountain peaks there is the Cantabric coast with great beaches and colorful fishing villages.

Major attractions are the Way of Saint James with its numberless monuments 

and the Ruta de la Plata, "silver route", which both lead through Asturias.

Asturias too is the home of ancient rites and beliefs, and this region's popular customs are among the most interesting of Spain. Artisany and gastronomy are of high reputation, you may try excellent sea-food along the coast and, in the mountains, typical dishes such as Fabada, made of a special sort of beans, blood sausage and various cheese specialities, together with a glass of cider.


The Cities:

Oviedo 


The region's capital, located more or less at its geographical center, is specially remarkable for its pre-romanic monuments and its great cathedral.

Gijon 


This historic city, founded already by Romans, is today one of the most important sea-ports and offers active cultural life.

Aviles 


Aviles, one of the oldest settlements of the Cantabric area, is of high economical importance too, but conserves as well its traditional style.

All three cities were declared Patrimony of the Humanity by UNESCO, due to their outstanding monuments. 



	


BASQUE COUNTRY
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Capital: Vitoria-Gasteiz
Provinces: Alava (capital: Vitoria-Gasteiz), Guipúzcoa (capital: San Sebastian) and Vizcaya (capital: Bilbao)

Baskland is of particular interest for its completely autoctonous culture, including a language of its own (Euskera) of quite mysterious origins. Its folklore is autotoctonous too, and you may even watch particular sports like the so-called Basqueball ("pelota vasca").

Today it is one of the most industrialized regions of Spain. Despite of that there are still many areas of almost untouched nature, notably the natural parks of Valderejo, Urkiola, Urdaibai and the magical landscapes along Guernica river. It is a great region for hiking, riding, golf and all sorts of mountain sports. Another atttraction is the steep Cantabrian coast, but don't forget to bring your raincoat to protect yourself of the "txirimiri", the typical very fine rain.


The Cities:

San Sebastian 

(basque: Donostia)
The famous aristocratic beach resort of great reputation during the 19th century conserves its exclusive and cosmopolitan ambience. Its beautiful buildings and excellent beaches (with somewhat cool water temperatures, though) make it also today a privileged holiday destination.

Bilbao 


Although the region's largest city is specially recognized as an important industrial and economic center, it conserves a beautiful historic quarter with the Gothic cathedral among its major attractions. Bilbao's greatest sight however is the Guggenheim Museum, built in 1997. This spectacular building with a facade of glass, titanium and lime stone was designed by american architect Frank O. Gehry and is one of the most outstanding examples of the avantgarde architecture of the 20th century.

Vitoria-Gasteiz 


The capital of Euskadi is worth a visit due to its well-preserved historical center and its active cultural life with several festivals of international importance.

CANTABRIA
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Capital: Santander
Provinces: Cantabria

With a surface of 5.300 square kilometers Cantabria offers extremely varied landscapes and climates. In its mountain ranges, Picos de Europa and the natural preserve of Saja, still live bears, wolves and eagles, and the rivers are full of salmons and trouts. Pico de tres Mares ("peak of the three seas") is a real curiosity: a drop of water that falls here may equally arrive to Atlantic Ocean, by Duero river, the Cantabric Sea, by Nansa river, or the Mediterranean Sea by Ebro river.

In total contrast is the coast with beautiful bays and romantic fishing villages. Inbetween you will find green valleys and hills.

The capital, Santander, 

is located at a beautiful bay. It is an economically extremely active city with an important port. There is an ample cultural offer, specially remarkable are the Menendez y Pelayo International Summer University, and the International Festival. Santander's great sports facilities make it an ideal place for leisure.

At a few kilometers from the capital there are the medieval town Santillana del Mar, and the highly interesting prehistorical Caves of Altamira 

. Some other attractions in the surroundings of Santander are the church of Santa Maria de Valverde, or the natural park of Cabarceno, where you will find animals from the five continents in an outstanding and singular landscape.

Finally, Cantabria's colorful popular customs, its artisany and gastronomy make it a holiday destination which certainly will not disappoint.

	CASTILLA - LA MANCHA
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Capital: Toledo
Provinces: Albacete, Ciudad Real, Cuenca, Guadalajara and Toledo

Castilla-La Mancha, located at the very center of the Iberian peninsula, is dominated by an extense tableland, although there are mountainous landscapes too.

Of major interest to the visitor are of course the monumental cities and towns of great historical importance, like Toledo, the enchanting Cuenca and Albacete, but one should take as well several interesting alternative routes into consideration, among them: Ruta de los Pueblos Negros ("Route of the Black Villages"), having their name from the use of slate in their traditional architecture, the "Route of the Saffron Fields", "Route of the Castles", and the "Route of Don Quijote", named after Cervante's legendary "Man from La Mancha". Still today you will see many of those characteristical windmills Don Quijote was fighting with in all the land.

Traditional gastronomy is simple but tasteful, with stews, game, sausages and the famous Manchego cheese. The region's excellent wines are a perfect match.

Artisany is varied, from ceramics and embroiderings to the famous Swords of Toledo and Knives of Albacete.


The Cities:

Toledo
The former capital of Spain is certainly one of the country's architectonical treasures, with magnificent monuments specially from Moorish, Mudejar, Gothic and Renaissance periods. Toledo was also the hometown of the great painter El Greco.

Cuenca
This enchanting medieval city, declared Patrimony of Humanity by UNESCO, is surrounded by landscapes of incredible beauty. Among the town's most remarkable sights are the famous "Hanging Houses", 

the Gothic cathedral and the Museum of Abstract Art. In its surroundings there are several fantastic natural preserves, among them Ciudad Encantada, the "enchanted city", where erosion has created most bizarre forms.

Guadalajara
Major attractions are the Mudejar style church Santa Maria la Mayor, the 15th century palace Duque del Infantado, the Moorish town-walls and bridge over Henares river, from 10th century. In the province of Guadalajara the medieval town Siguenza, with its great fortress and cathedral, is worth a visit.

Ciudad Real
This city is marked by the history of Don Quijote who is said to have fought against the windmills at the nearby Campo de Criptana. 

The nearby Lagunas de Ruidera, consisting of 17 lagoons, offer splendid landscapes.

Albacete
A modern and functional city, located at the typical plains of La Mancha. It is known for its knife-making industry. 



	


	LA RIOJA
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Capital: Logroño
Provinces: La Rioja

The first thing that comes to your mind when you listen La Rioja is probably the wine bearing the same name. It is produced here, in the smallest of Spain's Autonomous Communities, located south of Basque Country at the occidental extreme of Ebro valley.

Haro is the center of wine production, and a well-known folkloristic event is its annual "battle of the wine".

Of major touristic interest is the the Camino de Santiago (Way of Saint James), a part of which leads through La Rioja. The monasteries along that way are not only of high artistic but as well cultural importance, here was written the first text ever in Castilian Spanish.

Along the Way of Saint James there are monumental towns of great beauty lined up: Calahorra, Arnedo, San Millan de la Cogolla, 

Santo Domingo de la Calzada, and Logroño, founded already by Romans and today the region's capital.

Worth a visit is as well the area Tierra de Cameros, with outstanding landscapes, grottos and caves.

La Rioja offers great possibilities for rural tourism, and if you like hunting, fishing, climbing or hiking it is certainly a place to take into consideration.

Speaking of regional gastronomy, we come back to La Rioja wine, which exists in seven varieties, four of them red and three white. Anyhow one shouldn't forget about another speciality, Pimientos del Piquillo, a delicious and sweet kind of red peppers. Highlights of traditional cooking include lamb, and the marzipan of Sierra de Cameros, of high reputation in all Spain. 



	


CASTILLA Y LEON
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Provinces: Avila, Burgos, Leon, Palencia, Salamanca, Segovia, Soria, Valladolid and Zamora

Castilla y Leon is not only the largest region of Spain, but as well the largest region of all the European Union. The elevated plain is limited by the the mountain ranges Sistema Iberico to the east, Cordillera Central to the south, Cordillera Cantabrica to the north and by Duero river towards Portugal.

Castilla y Leon came together in 1983, when the regions of Castilla la Vieja and Leon were united. Both have been central areas of Spanish medieval history, and the importance during that epoch is still evident in many cathedrals, monasteries, castles and fortificated towns, many of which are preserved in perfect state. Apart of its great monumental patrimony, Castilla y Leon offers as well natural parks and kilometers of practically virginal nature, with woods of oaks and cork-oaks.

Gastronomy is distinguished by excellent meat, in particular of lamb, and vegetables like the famous creamy beans of Avila. Artisany and popular celebrations show a rich and varied folklore, often of archaical roots and almost unknown to a wider public.


The Cities:

Salamanca
Salamanca's great historical importance is due to its University, one of the oldest of Europe. It is a city of outstanding beauty and rich cultural heritage.

Segovia
Segovia's most famous monument is certainly its colossal Roman aquaeductus 

which dominates all the town. Additional attractions include the Alcazar 

and the Gothic cathedral.

Avila
A beautiful historic town, entirely enclosed by impressive Romanesque walls.

Burgos
A monumental town well worth a visit. The famous cathedral,one of the greatest examples of Gothic style in Spain, is its most outstanding attraction.

Leon
Formerly the capital of the Kingdom of León, it gave its name to the Community. The city's most famous monuments are its great Gothic cathedral, 

the church Basilica de San Isidoro with valuable Romanesque frescoes, and the San Marcos church of Renaissance period. Close to Leon you may visit the legendary Roman gold mines Las Medulas.

Zamora
Zamora is a beautiful medieval town with a magnificent cathedral 

and several great Romanesque churches. Nearby there are the 8th century Visigothic church San Pedro de la Nave, and Lago de Sanabria, the largest lake of Spain and the only one of glacial origins.

Valladolid
It has one of the most important sculpture museums of all Spain, and the famous Easter week processions are of great interest. The city itself is monumental, and in its surroundings there are innumerable castles.

Soria
In Soria, located at Duero river, you should pay special attention to the magnificent Romanesque churches.

Palencia
Medieval town with outstanding Romanesque monuments. Among the major attractions are the beautiful cathedral and the interesting archaeological museum.

CATALONIA
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Capital: Barcelona
Provinces: Barcelona, Gerona (Girona), Lerida (Lleida) and Tarragona

Best known apart from the capital, Barcelona, is of course the Mediterranean coast, Costa Brava, with ample beaches and mild climate, doubtlessly a first rate touristical attraction. One shouldn't forget anyhow that Catalonia offers as well high mountain ranges, the Pyrenees in the north, 

the curious formations of Montserrat, the inactive volcans of Garrotxa, and a wide plain area in the region's center.

Catalonia has a very marked culture of its own, most evidently of Mediterranean tradition, and is distinguished of most other Spanish regions in several aspects, not at least by its language, Catalonian (although everybody speaks and understands Castilian Spanish perfectly). Certainly it is one of the most cosmopolitan places in Spain, thanks to its long tradition of international commerce.

The coast offers ideal facilities for all sorts of water sports, but everywhere you will realize about that special talent to combine the beauty of nature or monuments with modern attractions, a main reason why Catalonia developed into one of the preferred touristical destinations.

Catalonia's excellent gastronomy is characterized by seafood, rice dishes, wines of great international reputation and traditional desserts like the famous "Catalonian Cream".


Major attractions:

Barcelona
Catalonia's capital, located at the Mediterranean Sea, offers the structures of a true metropole. Among its most outstanding sights are the Gothic Quarter and the works of architect Antoni Gaudi.

Costa Brava 


Certainly one of the most famous Spanish coasts, stretching from the north of Barcelona over the province of Girona. It is of great natural beauty, with steep cliffs and romantic small coves.

Girona
A beautiful historic city with the old Jewish Quarter among its major sights.

Figueres
The birthplace of great painter Salvador Dali. Its main attraction is of course the museum dedicated to the artist, showing a collection of some of his finest works.

Costa Dorada
The Golden Coast, stretching from south of Costa Brava to Tarragona, offers apart from its great beaches and beautiful landscapes towns of outstanding beauty, such as Arenys del Mar, Sitges (with the highly interesting museum of Cau Ferrat) and Castelldefels.

Tarragona 


An important city of the Roman empire, still preserving outstanding monuments: the aquaeductus, an amphitheater and the Tomb of the Scipios, located at the seaside. Close to Tarragona there are the monasteries Santes Creus and Santa Maria de Poblet, both of high historic-artistic interest.

Lleida (Lerida)
Located inland in a mountainous area. Most interesting is its cathedral, "Seo", built between 12th and 15th century.

EXTREMADURA
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Capital: Merida (Badajoz)
Provinces: Badajoz and Caceres

This community is constituted of two provinces, Caceres and Badajoz, its capital nevertheless being Merida, certainly worth a visit thanks to its fantastic Roman ruins. Romans put Extremadura on the stage of history, and Merida was one of the most important cities in the whole Roman Empire. Lateron the region was for a long period of time the border between Moorish and Christian Spain. After the reconquista it arrived to new splendor with the discovery of America, when it was the cradle of several famous conquerors.

Extremadura's landscapes are characterized by the mountain ranges Cordillera Central, Montes de Toledo and Sierra Morena, the plains and fertile valleys of the rivers Tajo and Guadiana, and the plain lands of Low Extremadura. Its climate is continental, with warm summers and temperatures well over 30 degC, and quite cold winters.

Extremadura has several natural parks and preserves, specially the valleys of its two important rivers are important ecological reserves.

This region has yet not been discovered by mass tourism, but it has plenty of offers if you are looking for something off the beaten track: its original popular customs and traditions, typical dresses, great artisany of ceramics, metal works (those of Guadalupe are of high reputation) and embroideries, and an outstanding gastronomy: trouts, game, sausages, cheeses, as well as excellent wines.


Major attractions:

Merida
Merida preserves some of the most outstanding Roman monuments, including a colossal theater, 

an amphitheater, two aquaeductus, and a bridge, not to forget about the Museum of Roman Art with its invaluable collection.

Caceres 


The capital of Upper Extremadura has a beautiful old quarter, enclosed by Moorish town walls with great watch-towers. Additional attractions include some exceptional Renaissance palaces.

Trujillo 


The birthplace of famous conqueror Pizarro is well known for its beautiful main square. There are also a great medieval castle and the well-preserved town-walls with seven doors.

Guadalupe 


This beautiful town is dominated by a colossal Mudejar style monastery which preserves valuable works of art.

Plasencia
A beautiful town with a Gothic-Plateresque cathedral, medieval town-walls and several palaces.

Badajoz
The capital of Lower Extremadura is worth a visit thanks to its Moorish Alcazaba, town-walls and watch-towers.

	VALENCIAN COMMUNITY
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Capital: Valencia
Provinces: Alicante, Castellon and Valencia

This Autonomous Community is a prototypical example of the "Mediterranean Spain", with a fantastic climate and more than 500 kilometers of coast. It is decidedly one of the country's most touristical areas.

If you want to discover more than just sun and sand, you will find remains of most remote civilizations, Phoenicians, Greeks, Iberians and Romans. The Moorish legacy is still present in traditional artisany and agriculture with its praised oranges as well as rice. The conquests of Jaime de Aragon led to the foundation of the kingdom of Valencia, more or less at the territiory of todays Community.


Major attractions:

Valencia
The capital, with outstanding monuments in particular of Gothic period, as La Lonja and the bell-tower Miguelete.

Alicante
The second largest city of Valencian Community, dominated by the Moorish castle Castillo de Santa Barabara.

Costa Blanca 


One of the most famous Spanish coasts. Its magnificent sand beaches and ideal installations made it a first rate touristic center. Among the most important cities are Denia, Calpe, and Benidorm with its outstanding hotel infrastructure and boiling nightlife.

Costa Azahar
The "Orange-Blossom-Coast", in the north of Valencia, not only offers great beaches but as well beautiful towns as Peñiscola with its great medieval castle or Oropesa, which conserves the 16th century Tower of the King, erected as a defense against pirates. A true pearl is the enchanting Morella 

with its narrow lanes, enclosed by 14th century walls.

Castellon
The most remarkable monuments are the cathedral Santa Maria and the town-hall. 



	


MURCIA
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Capital: Murcia
Provinces: Murcia

Murcia is characterized by its old history of commerce and agriculture. Already its original inhabitants, Iberian tribes, established commercial relations with Phoenicians and Greeks. Lateron it became first a Carthaginean colony, then a Roman colony. (Carthago Nova, today's Cartagena still reminds of that fact). The Moors established effective and modern agricultural production, which still today is an important economic factor, thanks to their advanced technologies.

Of major touristical interest is of course the Mediterranean coast, Costa Calida ("the warm coast"), with beaches of fine sand. The salt-water lagoon Mar Menor and La Manga del Mar Menor offer great possibilities for water sports. The inland is almost desertic, and you may visit several towns which still preserve their medieval structures.

Typical cooking includes stews, salads, roasted meat, rice, and of course great sea-food along the coast. Murcia also produces wine of high quality.


The Cities

Murcia
The capital of the region, located inland.

Cartagena
The above mentioned Carthaginean Cartago Nova is of great historical importance, specially evident if you visit its museums. It also has the region's most important port.

NAVARRA
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Capital: Pamplona
Provinces: Pamplona

The history of the ancient kingdom of Navarre always has been marked by its border situation with France, Castile, Aragon and Baskland, and the fact that it is crossed by the pilgrim way Camino de Santiago (Way of Saint James) is an additional reason for its extraordinary monumental richdom. Its beautiful towns, like Artajona which is surrounded by medieval walls, Estella, Olite, formerly seat of Navarre's kings, Tudela and Roncesvalles always are worth a visit.

The region's capital, Pamplona, a quiet and pleasant city, is world-famous for the Running of Bulls which form part of its most famous festival, Sanfermines, in July. Another very peculiar folkloristic attraction are the Navarrese Carnivals with their typical Zanpantzarrak.

Navarre is divided in three sectors: the mountain range of the Pyrenees in the north, with exceptional landscapes 

as the exemplaric Baztan valley; La Riviera in the south, a plain land with small lagoons and the fertile valley of Ebro river, and, inbetween, la Zona Media, with impressive landscapes and canyons as Hoces de Lumbier and Arbayun.

Navarre has no fewer than 50 natural preseves, most outstanding are Reserva Integral de Lizardoia and Parque Natural de Señorio de Bértiz. It offers great possibilities for hiking, climbing, fishing and is an ideal place if you want to spend green holidays in Spain.

GALICIA
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Capital: Santiago de Compostela (A Coruña)
Provinces: A Coruña, Lugo, Ourense and Pontevedra 

Galicia is known in Spain as the "land of the 1000 rivers". Those rivers cross all the region 

from the mountainous inland to the coast, where they form the characteristical "Rias". The coast itself offers great contrasts, from the smooth beaches of As Mariñas to the dangerous cliffs of Costa de la Muerte, the "coast of death".

The climate of Galicia is tempered, and specially in winter, with minimal temperatures of about 5 degC, quite rainy. During the summer season, maximum temperatures are around 20 degC. Galicia's richdom in water and its Rias are characteristical for its nature. At the area of Rias Altas you will find magnific beaches, impressive towns and beautiful fishing villages. Rías Baixas are worth a visit for their natural preserves and balnearies, as A Toxa. The inland shows green landscapes and romantic villages.

The first cultures which left their tracks in Galicia were Celtic, while Romans left as a legacy the walls of Lugo, the bridge of Ourense, and the Tower of Hercules. Middle Ages were marked by the discovery of the tomb of the Apostle Santiago (Saint James). Thousands of pilgrims made their way to the cathedral of the newly founded town Santiago de Compostela, and the world-famous Way of Santiago (also known as Way of Saint James or Camino Jacobeo), which is flanked with numerous churches, monasteries and chapels of high historical-artistical value, was formed.

Galicia's folklore clearly shows its Celtic and Gaelic origins, and the most characteristical musical instrument is the Gaita (bagpipe). Regional gastronomy is of great reputation for its excellent fish, Empanada Gallega (a typical pie of fish or meat), traditional sweets prepared in some monasteries (where the recipes are kept in secret jalously), and the Ribeiro wine.


Major attractions:

Santiago de Compostela
The capital of Galicia and final destination of the famous pilgimage way is certainly among Spain's most beautiful cities.

A Coruña 


This city, of high economical importance, is located at a peninsula. Major attractions include the Romanesque churches, the synagogue and the old quarter which offers an interesting contrast between almost fragile buildings and massive stone palaces.

Vigo
Galicia's most populated city, with the most important port. The historic quarter is very charming and well preserved.

Lugo
Lugo is surrounded by Roman walls which are perfectly preserved, and has a beautiful Romanesque cathedral.

Ourense 


Located inland, also has a beautiful Romanesque cathedral.

Pontevedra
This province is said to be one of the most beautiful of Spain, thanks to the marvelous landscapes of Rías Baixas. The city itself offers an outstanding monumental center.

Madrid: Sightseeing

The Medieval Madrid

We start our walk in Barrio de la Morería, where the Moors had their law-court, and arrive from here to three squares which characterize the medieval Madrid: Plaza de la Paja, the commercial center of this epoch, Plaza de San Andrés and Plaza de Cruz Verde.

Of particular interest are the Mudejar-style buildings, as the church of San Nicolás de los Servitas, the tower San Pedro el Viejo and finally Casa de los Lujanes at Plaza de la Villa. 

The Madrid of the Habsburg-Epoch

"El Madrid de los Austrias" is how Spaniards call the part of the city that was blooming when Spain belonged to the Habsburg-Empire. Under King Charles I, at the same time Charles V of the German Empire and the first of his family to reign Spain, the importance of Madrid grew, but it was Philip II who made it the capital. To visit the buildings of this epoch, mainly in Renaissance- and Baroque-styles, is perhaps among the most impressive Madrid has to offer: 

Our tour starts at Puerta del Sol, in the very center of town. Passing through some narrow streets we arrive to the Descalzas Reales, to the Monastery de la Encarnación, Palacio de Uceda, and, through Calle Mayor, to Plaza de la Villa, a beautiful square with interesting buildings: Casa de la Villa, Casa Cisneros and Tower of Lujanes. Just behind there is one of the best-known and most impressive squares of Madrid, Plaza Mayor, with Casa de la Panadería, an old bakery, and Casa de la Carnicería, an old butchery, as mayor attractions. In the center of the square there is a statue of Philip III.

Other buildings worth visiting in this part of town are the Cathedral of San Isidro, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

and Casa de Lope de Vega, the house of the famous writer, located in a street named after another great man of this genre, Calle Cervantes. 

Madrid under the Bourbons

When the Bourbon family took over the Spanish crown, Madrid grew to its actual importance. The Royal Palace, Palacio Real, was built in that epoch. To have a walk through through the Bourbons' Madrid you should start again at Puerta del Sol, where you find the remarkable old post.office, Casa de Correos. Walking along Calle Alcalá, one of the most important boulevards of Madrid, you arrive to Casa de Postas, another old post-office, and Real Casa de Aduanas, the Royal Customs Office.

In the Academy of Arts there is a café with extraordinarily beautiful decoration - maybe a reason to interrupt your sightseeing-trip for a moment, although not only your cup of coffee but alone to enter costs money here ...

Having taken some refreshment, now you will be in the mood to visit the Oratorio del Caballero de Gracia, a chapel that is considered a masterpiece of neoclassic architecture. Where the streets Calle Alcalá and Gran Via cross, you find the splendid 18th century baroque church Iglesia de San José, and later, at the crossing with Cibeles there is the Palace of Buenavista, built 1777 for the Duke of Alba.

From here you may either continue on Calle Alcalá and arrive to the triumphal arch of Puerta de Alcalá, or follow Paseo del Prado with its beautiful fountains of Cibeles, Apollo and Neptune, the Botanical Gardens and the Astronomical Observatory. 

The Madrid of 19th Century

In this epoch many parts of Madrid were modified fundamentally, specially by Joseph Bonaparte, who after his brother Napoleon had conquered Spain took over the government and wanted to build in the center of Madrid a wide boulevard in the style of Paris' Champs Elysées. The square Plaza de Oriente with the Teatro Real, Madrid's opera house, were created then. His projects were stopped by Napoleon's final defeat.

From Plaza de Oriente you pass (once more) Puerta del Sol and arrive to Calle del Prado, with the Palacio de Congresos, Teatro de la Zarzuela and Banco de España.

Museo del Prado needs to be visited with time, as it includes one of the great Museums of Arts in the world. 

Parque del Retiro 

, close to it, is certainly the most beautiful park of Madrid. Here you may have relaxing walks or do some boating on its central lake. The most interesting buildings are the Crystal Palace and the Velazquez Palace. 

The Madrid of 20th Century

At Paseo de la Castellana you find the most impressive works of this century:

The beautiful gardens Jardines del Descubrimiento at Plaza de Colón, with a big statue of Christopher Columbus, who by the way is called Cristobal Colón in Spanish (now you know who gave his name to all the square). Centro Cultural de la Villa is a cultural center that organizes concerts and other performances each night. More up the Castellana there are several interesting examples of modern architecture: Torres de Colón, Edificio de la Unión y el Fenix, Bankunión, La Adriatica, Compañía de Seguros de Occidente, La Caixa, and the Palace of Congresses and Expositions. The Open Air Sculpture Museum is certainly worth visiting as well.

Among the more interesting works from between 1980 and 1990 are the Fish Market of Puerta de Toledo, the redesigned Train Station of Atocha, the Centro de Arte Reina Sofia, the Windsor-Tower, erected over the base of other buildings, the Torre Picasso by Japanese architect Yamasaki of a height of 150 meters, Edificio Sollube and the impressive Torre Europa. 

Another all but different sight of Madrid that you should not miss is the gigantic flea-market, El Rastro 

, that takes place each Sunday morning in Ribera de Curtidores. Here you can discover new and nothing less typical facets of this city, and perhaps find one or another bargain. Worth a visit is certainly also Madrid's bullring, "Las Ventas" 

, one of the most important and traditional in the country, with an elegant Neo-Mudejar-style facade 

. Close to it, in the beautiful gardens of Parque del Oeste with its outstanding collection of roses, La Rosaleda 

, we find a monument which is less than typical for Madrid, but absolutely worth visiting: the Templo de Debod 

is an old-egyptian temple, which was presented to the city by the Egyptian government and was rebuilt here.

Madrid: Excursions

Alcala de Henares 


30 kilometers out of Madrid is located this old university town which was blooming specially during the Renaissance-epoch. The University, founded in 1498 by Cardinal Cisneros, certainly deserves a visit. More attractions are the 15th century city-walls and the church Iglesia Magistral, the 17th century Convent of Bernardas and Casa de Cervantes, the house of the author of Don Quijote.
Around the town are to be seen remains from prehistorical, Roman and Gothic epochs.

Aranjuez

Made famous by Joaquin Rodrigo's Concierto de Aranjuez, this small town attracts for its beautiful palace, Palacio Real, of 16th and 17th century. Of particular interest are the Porcelain-Room and the Throne-Hall.
In Casita del Labrador you may visit the large collection of old clocks and porcelain-works, as well as the beautiful gardens.

Chinchón 


This romantic medieval village, located some 50 kilometers from Madrid, is famous for its beautiful main-square, Plaza Mayor, surrounded by arcades. During traditional festivities bullfights and theater-performances take place on this square.
Other sights are the ruins of a 15th century castle and a painting by Goya, which is exposed in the church.
But people of Madrid like to make excursions to Chinchón specially because of its well-reputated gastronomy. And the anisette-brandy made here is known in all the land ...

El Escorial 


This famous monastery which Philip II had built 50 kilometers out of Madrid is of course a must see for any visitor to Spain's capital. It was constructed during 21 years by architects Juan Bautista de Toledo and Juan de Herrera and impresses by its gigantic measures and its austere style. Among the mayor attractions are the main chapel, Capilla Mayor, the Pantheon with the kings' tombs, the Throne-Hall and the museum in the summer-palace of Philip II.
From Madrid you arrive to the nearby village San Lorenzo del Escorial easily by train. 

El Valle de los Caidos

Valley of the Fallen: General Franco had built this colossal monument to the fallen of the Spanish civil war in 1940, and he himself is buried here. It consists of a cross with a height of 150 meters, on top of a rock which was hollowed out to incorporate a church, and it is located 8 kilometers from El Escorial.

Before 16th century:

Walls of Madrid
Cuesta de la Vega. Remains of the historical fortifications of the town, of Moorish (9th and 10th century) and Christian (12th and 13th century) origins.

Iglesia de San Nicolás de los Servitas
San Nicolás. 15th century church, with a 12th century Mudejar-tower.

Iglesia de San Pedro el Grande
Nuncio, 14. 15th century church with a Mudejar-tower.

Casa de los Lujanes
Plaza de la Villa. 15th century palace with a remarkable gothic portal. 

16th century:

Capilla del Obispo
Plaza de la Paja, 9. Chapel with a valuable portal and altar in Renaissance style. Specially interesting is the tomb of archbishop Carvajal, made of alabaster.

Casa Cisneros 
Plaza de la Villa, 4. Plateresque style palce, restored and modified at the beginning of this century.

Monasterio de las Descalzas Reales
Plaza de las Descalzas. Monastery with facade in plateresque style and beautiful Renaissance staircase. Shows many works of high artistic value.

Casa de las Siete Chimeneas
Plaza del Rey, 1. This beautiful 16th century palace is used today as Ministry of Culture.

Bridge of Segovia
Valuable work of architect Juan de Herrera, consisting of 9 arcs. 

17th century:

Casa de la Panadería 


Plaza Mayor. A very beautiful house with remarkable wall-paintings.

Monasterio de la Encarnación
Plaza de la Encarnación. Monastery of 17th century, one of the best example of Madrid's typical baroque style, Barroco Madrileño.

Palacio de Uceda (Capitanía) 
Calle Mayor, 79 The prototypical example of a 17th century lordly house, a work of Gomez de Mora. Today it is used for military administration (Capitania). 

Claustro de San Jerónimo el Real
Moreto, 4. This Monastery is a typical example of the Renaissance style of the early 17th century.

Plaza Mayor 


Philip III had built this impressive square between 1617 and 1619, to give additional prestige to his kingdom. The buildings are mostly Renaissance style, in the center there is a statue of the king by Juan de Bolonia and Pietro Tacca. During 17th century this square was the scenery of theater performances and bullfights, and served as meeting-place of the Gremios, the associations of craftsmen. In 1790 the Plaza Mayor was almost completely destroyed by a fire, but rebuilt lateron.

Iglesia Colegiata de San Isidro 


Toledo, 37 - 39. This baroque church originally belonged to the monastery Antiguo Colegio Imperial de la Compañía de Jesús. 



Casa de la Villa (Townhall)
Plaza de la Villa. Originally projected in 1644 by Juan Gomez de Mora to be a prison, this building became Madrid's townhall when it was finished in 1787.

Convento de las Trinitarias Descalzas
Lope de Vega, 18. Monastery of 17th century. 

18th century:

Palacio Real
Calle de Bailén. Madrid's Royal Palace is an impressive example of classisistic italian baroque style. Construction was begun under Philip V by the architects Juvara, Sabatini and Sachetti. Charles III was, in 1714, the first king to have his residence here. In the interior of the palace we find numerous precious rooms, specially remarkable is the Throne Hall. Worth visiting are as well the gardens, Jardines de Sabatini and Campo del Moro.

La Casa de Correos (Post Office)
Puerta del Sol. This building impresses by its facade and the two beautiful interior courts. It was made by french architect Maquet between 1766 and 1768. 

La Casa de Postas
Plaza de Pontejos. Neoclassic building by Pedro Arnal, constructed between 1795 and 1800. Today it is used by some departments of the regional government.

Real Casa de Aduanas
Alcalá 5, 7 , 9. Royal Custom office, built by Sabatini between 1761 and 1769.

Museo del Prado 


Paseo del Padro. Perhaps the most beautiful neoclassic building of all Madrid 

. Built in 1785, it was intended to be a museum of natural history. Having been used as an arsenal during the wars against Napoleon, it became Madrid's Museum of Art in 1819.

Fountain of Cibeles 


Paseo del Prado. This beautiful fountain, made after a design by Ventura Rodriguez, is considered one of the landmarks of Madrid.

Fountain of Apollo
Paseo de la Castellana. Another fountain designed by Ventura Rodriguez.

Fountain of Neptune
Paseo de la Castellana. Another fountain designed by Ventura Rodriguez.

Puerta de Alcalá
Plaza de la Independencia. The Door of Alcalá is a beautiful triumphal arch made by Francisco Sabatini in 1778, after the arrival of King Charles III to Madrid.

Botanical Gardens
Paseo del Prado. Planned by Juan de Villanueva in 1811.

Bridge of Toledo
Glorieta de las Pirámides, Plaza del Marqués de Vadillo. Built between 1714 and 1729.

Astronomical Observatory
A work of Juan de la Villanueva, 1790. 

19th century:

Plaza de Oriente
This square in the east of the Royal Palace was designed at the time of Joseph Bonaparte, who, after the victory of his brother Napoleon against Spain, took over the government. The French wanted to build a wide boulevard in the style of Champs Elysées in Paris, but the project was stopped by Napoleon's final defeat.

Teatro Real (Opera House)
Plaza de Oriente, Plaza de Isabel II. Madrid's impressive opera house was built in 1818 by Cuatodio Moreno.

Puerta de Toledo
Glorieta de la Puerta de Toledo. A triumphal arch, built in 1817 after the victory against Napoleon's troups.

Palacio del Senado (Senate Palace)
Plaza de la Marina Española. A building of Francisco de Mora, having a fantastic neogothic library of 1883.

Palacio del Congreso 
Plaza de las Cortes. Madrid's Palace of congresses is a Renaissance building which was completely reconstructed in 1843. The facade, which is very similar to the original, includes a marvelous neoclassic portal.

Teatro de la Zarzuela
Calle Jovellanos. A theater house specially for Zarzuelas, Spanish operettas. It was built in 1856, imitating the style of Milano's Scala.

Puerta del Sol 
This door was, in 15th century, the main entrance to Madrid. Today Puerta del Sol and the square, Plaza del Sol, which was redesigned from 1859 to 1868, form the very center of the Spain's capital. The monumental clock and the statue of a bear are landmarks of Madrid.

National Library and Archaeological Museum
Calles Jorge Juan, Serrano, Villanueva. Built between 1865 and 1896. The library is one of the largest worldwide.

Banco de España
Alcalá, 48 und Paseo del Prado. The National Bank of Spain, built by Adaro y Sainz de la Lastra from 1842 to 1891.

Casón del Buen Retiro
Alfonso XII, 28. A building from 1886, in which are exposed works of great painter Picasso.

Palacio de Cristal (Crystal Palace)
Parque del Retiro. A very beautiful building of metal and glass, built in 1887 as a winter garden for exotic plants.

Sociedad de Autores
Calles de Fernando VI und Pelayo. Perhaps the most beautiful modernistic style building of Madrid.

Madrid: Museums

El Prado Museum 


Paseo del Prado. Open 9 a.m. to 7 p.m., Sunday 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., Mondays closed.. Certainly one of the most important collections of paintings worldwide. There are special rooms for masters like Goya, Velazquez, El Greco, Zurbarán, Murillo and Tizian, as well as for representants of the Flemish school. 

Museum Thyssen-Bornemisza 
Paseo del Prado, 8. Open 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., Mondays closed.. In this museum, which was inaugurated in 1993, is exposed one of the most important private arts collections.

National Museum Reina Sofía 
Santa Isabel, 52. Open 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., Tuesday closed.. This modern building featuring interesting expositions made complete the "Arts Triangle of Prado" in 1993.

Museum of Contemporary Art
Juan de Herrera s/n. Open 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sundays 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Mondays closed.. Contemporary art of Spanish and international origins. Regularly interesting expositions.

Museum of Palacio Real
Bailén s/n. Open 9 a.m. to 6.15 p.m., Sundays and Holidays 9 a.m. to 3.15 p.m..

Museum of Horse Coaches
Palacio Real. Campo del Moro. Open 9 a.m. to 6.15 p.m., Sundays and Holidays 9 a.m. to 3.15 p.m.

Open Air Sculpture Museum
Paseo de la Castellana. Specially Remarkable are the works of Chillida.

National Museum of Decorative Arts
Montalbán, 12. Open 9 a.m. to 3.30 p.m., Saturdays and Sundays 9 a.m. to 3.30 p.m., Mondays closed.. A large collection of ceramics, glass-objects, textiles and furniture.

National Museum fof Artistic Reproductions
Av. de los Reyes Católicos, 6. Open 9.30 a.m. to 2 p.m., Saturdays and Sundays closed.. An interesting collection of reproductions and copies.

Romantic Museum
San Mateo, 13. Open 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Holidays 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., Mondays closed.. Outfitted like a 19th century palace, this museum exposes objects of the epoch of Romantic.

Museum Sorolla
Paseo General Martinez Campos, 37. Open 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Mondays closed.. Many works of the great painter Sorolla, alongside with sculptures of various artists and objects of popular art.

Museum Cerralbo
Ventura Rodriguez, 17. Open 1 p.m. to 3 p.m., Mondays closed.. Exposition of paintings, sculptures, ceramics and tapestries.

Museum Lazaro Galdiano
Serrano, 122. Open 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., Sundays closed.. Private collection of paintings, jewellery and objects of enamel, ceramics and ivory.

National Archaeological Museum
Serrano, 13. Open 9.30 a.m. to 8.30 p.m., Sundays and Holidays 9.30 a.m. to 2.30 p.m., Mondays closed.. Objects from prehistorical time until middle-ages. Most famous is the prehistorical Lady from Elche.

Museum of Natural Science
Jose Gutierrez Abascal, 2. Open 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sundays and Holidays 10 a.m. to 2.30 p.m., Mondays closed.

Mineralogic Museum
In the geologic faculty of the University, visits after personal arrangement..

Ethnological Museum
Alfonso XII, 68. Open 10 a.m. to 7.30 p.m., Sundays 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Mondays and Holidays closed.. Great collection of objects from the five continents. Specially interesting are the mummies of Guanches, the aborigins of Canary Islands.

Geologic Museum
Rios Rosas, 23. Open 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., Saturdays 9.30 a.m. to 2.30 p.m., Sundays and Holidays closed.

Railway Museum
Paseo de las Delicias, 61. Open 9 a.m. to 7 p.m., Sundays 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., Mondays closed.

Museum of Coins and Bank-Notes
Doctor Esquerdo, 36. Open 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Saturdays, Sundays and Holidays closed.

Museum of the Town
Fuencarral, 78. Open 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 5 to 9 p.m., Sundays 10 a.m. to 2 a.m., Mondays and Holidays closed.. Objects related to the history of Madrid.

Museum of Popular Art and Customs
Carretera de Colmenar Viejo, Km.15. Open Mo, fr 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., Tue,Thu 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 5 to 8 p.m.

Africa Museum
Arturo Soria, 101. Open Thursdays 6.30 p.m. to 8 p.m. and Sundays 11.30 a.m. to 2 p.m.. Interesting ethnological collection.

America Museum
Reyes Católicos, 6. Great collection of objects mainly from South America, among them arts of the Incas. Most important are the Codex Trocortesano and the Treasure of the Quimbayas.

Museum of Aviation
Carretera de Extremadura, Km. 10,5. Open 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Mondays closed.

Museum of Navigation
Montalbán, 2. Open 10.30 a.m. to 1.30 p.m., Mondays closed.. Numerous models of historical ships. Highlights are the rooms dedicated to the discovery of america and the battle of Lepanto.

Army Museum
Mendez Nuñez, 1. Open 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Mondays closed.

Museum of Waxworks
Paseo de Recoletos, 41. Open 10.30 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 4 to 9 p.m.. Wax figures of numerous famous personalities. 

Angel Nieto Museum
Pedro Bosch, s/n. Open 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 5 to 8 p.m., Saturdays and Sundays 11.30 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 5.30 to 8.30 p.m., Mondays closed.. A collection of motor cycles, trophies and personal objects of the 13 times World's Champion.

Bullfight Museum
Plaza Monumental de las Ventas. Patio de Caballos. Open 9.30 a.m. to 1.30 p.m., Sundays 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., Mondays and Saturdays closed.. Objects of the world of bullfights, exposed in the bullring of Madrid.

Madrid: Fiestas and Folklore

La Villa, the "village", is how the inhabitants of Madrid call their city, and in many quarters there are still alive traditions of a time before all those villages have melted together into Spain's capital.

The celebrations of New Year, anyhow, are spectacular. Thousands of people flock together at Puerta del Sol. In the rhythm of the beats of the big clock at midnight, everybody tries to eat twelve grapes. That shall bring good luck for the coming year, and all the Spaniards who are not there, watch the event on TV. After midnight, all the city becomes the scenery of a great party.

On 5th of January takes place, as in many Spanish towns, the procession of the three Magi.

On May 15th there is the Fiesta de San Isidro to the honour of Madrid's patron, one of the most spectacular events in all the year with numerous concerts and other kinds of public performances, and the the best bullfights of all the season.

During July and August the town-hall organizes a series of cultural events for what they call Veranos de la Villa, "Summer in the Village".

The festival Verbena de la Paloma, from 6th to 15th of August, shows best the popular traditions of Madrid, with regional costumes and dances, the so-called Chotis.

During September the concert-houses and theaters have their best performances, while in November you may visit Madrid's International Jazz-Festival. At the same time there are also the traditional Fiestas de la Almudena.

In December there is an exposition of Christmas cribs at Plaza Mayor.

Night Life in Madrid

There are many people who say that Madrid were Europe's capital of Night Life. Certainly this page doesn't offer enough room to treat the subject profoundly, but be sure: here you will find something for your taste - whatever taste you may have ...

Find below a few hints, about which regions are among the preferred ones by Madrid's "Nomades of the Night", and don't be surprised if somewhere, at 4 a.m. or so, you will get involved in a traffic jam. Madrileños, like all Spaniards in general, don't stay in the same local for all the night, they prefer to change all the time, from one to the other. However, at 4 a.m. few people are on their way to work! 

Santa Ana and Huertas

Between Puerta del Sol and Plaza de Santa Ana, specially in a street called Calle Huertas, you will meet a lot of folks. This region is ideal specially when you move around without having a car, as the many pubs, taverns, theater-cafés and fashionable bars here are pretty close one to each other, and you manage very well by foot. 

Alonso Martinez and Bilbao

Thus are the names of two subway-stations, both of them in the heart of very lively areas. From the first one, try the locals around Plaza de Santa Barbara. Close to the other you will find, among others, Madrid's most famous discoteque, Pacha, but with a really hard-hearted door-keeper. 

Argüelles and Moncloa - Ciudad Universitaria

Two more subway-stations, and also if you are not a student you may enjoy the ambience of Madrid's universitary quarter. 

In winter: Traditional Cafés

There are numerous traditional cafés in Madrid, many of them decorated in the style of La "Belle Epoque", and when the cold wind is blowing outside you may want to check out if there are still artists and writers meeting in them, like in the famous Café Gijon.

In Summer: Terraces

In hot summer-nights there is hardly something better than to have a drink in one of the many beautiful terraces, where you will find amounts of people until late in the night. In Paseo de la Castellana meet the beautiful people and all those who think they are, specially between Cuzco and Paseo del Prado. In Gran Via, on the other hand, you'll see representants of any kind of society that exists in Madrid, from middle-aged couples to vagabonds.

What is Flamenco?

Flamenco is a genuine Spanish art, and to be more exact a genuine Southern Spanish art. 

It exists in three forms: Cante, the song, Baile, the dance, and Guitarra, guitar playing. 

Gipsies are very often named as the fathers of Flamenco, and at least it can be taken for certain that they played an important part in its creation. But also the popular songs and dances of Andalusia have influenced early Flamenco considerably.

Certainly there were other influences, too, as it is no surprise in a country that has been dominated by most diverse cultures and civilizations during its different historical epochs. There were the legendary Tartessos, and seven centuries of Muslim occupation hardly could have passed without leaving traces. All that, directly or indirectly, influenced Flamenco.

BULLFIGHT: What a Corrida is about? 


If you are not familiar to Corridas, you will find here listed chronologically everything that happens. So you may decide by yourself if you want to see it when you are visiting Spain.

A Corrida starts with the paseillo, with everybody involved in the bullfight entering the ring and presenting himself to the public. Two Alguacilillos, on horse's back, direct themselves to the presidency and symbolically ask for the keys to the "puerta de los toriles". Behind that door there are the bulls.

With the door being opened and the first bull entering the ring the spectacle starts. It consists of three parts, called tercios, being separated by horn-signals. There are three toreros in each Corrida, by the way, and each will have to torear two bulls.

In the first tercio the bullfighter uses the capote, a quite large rag of purple and yellow color. Now enter two picadores, on horse's back and armed with a sort of lance.

The second part is la suerte de banderillas. Three banderilleros have to stick a pair of banderillas into the attacking bull's back.

In the final "suerte suprema" the bullfighter uses the muleta, a small red rag. He has to show his faena, his masterity to dominate the bull, and to establish an artistical symbiosis between man and beast. The Corrida ends with the torero killing the bull by his sword. 



